ecycling sorting
facilities remind
me of Charlie
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whirl of activity: thou-
sainds of metal, plastie,
paper and glass objects
being transported along
conveyor belts, Workers
pul I irash and heavy ob-
jects off the line. You can
see enviroimental pro-
gress in froui of your eyes.
At the end of the line,
huge t of vecycled
produ; : teady for their
new life.

Recycling botiles and
cans is now second nature
because it works. In large
measure, this success is
thanks to the Botile Bill,
alifornia’s 30-year-old
yeting law that bmught
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i ."k action
o reduce

Fesunresasg

P cotmuani-

fies ‘:vtfd. I
Unmrt,

it

(moar%f‘n cash !‘m

© BY JARED BLUMENFELD

Special to The Bee

maotivates us to recycle.
The deposits that don’t
get redeemed go into a
fund administered by
CalRecycle to reimburse
recyclers when scrap
metal, plastic and glass
prices hit rock bottom.

In early 2016, Cali-
fornia’s public and private
recycling infrastiucture
began hemouhagmg up-
ward of $2 million per
mionth, due to record low
material scrap prices.
Rather thon coming to the
rescue, CalRecyele

stopped all paymenis.
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announced the closing of
191 centers and the layoff
of 278 employees. Others
followed suit, and by April
2016, more than 400
centers had closed.
Efforts by stakeholders
and the Assembly to ad-
dress the problem in the
2016-17 state budget were
ultimately opposed the
Governor’s Office, amid
vague calls for a more
“comprehensive reform.”
Today, the promised
reform proposal from the
Governor’s Office has yet
to materialize. Closures
have exceeded 560 recy-
cling centers - roughly 25
percent of the infrastruc-
ture. Revenue loss to public
and private recycling oper-

- ators is on track to exceed

$50 million by the end of
June, at the same time the
pmgmm’s year-end “fund
halance” is expected to top
$250 miliion. As a result,
recycling rates have fallen
below 80 percent for the
first time siice 2008,
While the Governor’s
Office and legislators
debaie details, this self-
inflicted failure means
every day 2 million con-
tainers are littered or sent
to a Tandfill, including
more than I million plastic
botiles every day. The
Pacific Ocean does not
need any more plastic
pollution. This is insane.
The loss of recycling
ceitters has hit rural areas

especially hard. For con- -
sumers who try to supple-
ment family income by
redeeming containers, the
loss of buyback locations
has reduced total redemp-
tion payback by more than
$3 million per month.

The governor’s proposed .
2017-18 budget presents a
critical opportunity for
policymakers to come
together and fix what’s
been broken: Use surplus
program revenue to return
recycling center funding to
2015 levels, and provide
supplemental funding to i
reopen closed rural centers.’
It should include a timeline
for closing Ioopholes and
require beer and soft drink
makers to cover at least
half the cost of recycling
their containers, less than 5
cenits per container.,

As recently as 2013, the
California Bottle Bill was
humming along at an 85
percent recycling rate,
‘diverting more than 1
million tons of plastic,
glass and metal, and con-
tributing thousands of
jobs and more than $2
billion to the state’s econ-
omy, while delivering the
equivalent of 1.45 million -
tons of reduced carbon
dioxide emissions. The
Trump EPA is working to’
dismanile environmental
programis across the coun-
try. Let’s not make their
job easier by neglectmg
fixes to the nation’s best
recycling program.

Jared Blumenfeld sevved as
regional administrator of
rhe U.S. Envirommental
[‘r’utcmon Agency’s office
under President Barack
Obama and ran San
Francisco’s recycling
pragrams under Mayor
Willie Brown and Mayor
Gavin Newsous. He can be
contacted at
Jaredblumenfeld7@
gmail.com.




